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Readings: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

All right kids… Who do you want to be like when you grow up? 

We are now at the end of the sermon on the plain, this first main 

teaching of Jesus that Luke writes in a specific way for a Greek-

Christian community which, as we have been studying, is a teaching that 

is meant to give moral guidance to every member of the Church, from 

the priests to the laity.  

Luke reminded us that priests are to walk with the people. That 

people are to pray for their priests. That love has no levels – there is only 

one way to love: agape, which is with mercy and compassion and that is 

the rule to live by, and today the question is: who do you want to be like 

when you grow up?  

Context for today: by this time, the teachings of Jesus had been 

spreading primarily by word of mouth and this resulted in a lot of 

misinformation, misunderstandings, and there were some that claimed to 

speak as if they were church leaders and were offering their own version 

of the gospel which was beginning to attract people who found their 

message more appealing for whatever the reason. 

The writer of Luke, witnessing this in his own community, first 

warns them about blindly following the wrong teacher… what does that 

mean? 

It has to do with how we humans learn by imitation. Since we are 

born; language, gestures, sounds, how to open things, we learn by 

imitating those around us. As we get older and discover our own interest 
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and desires, this natural inclination to imitate begins to influence who 

we consider admirable, leading to having role models, people who we 

want to be like.  

As a kid myself, because of my discovered passion for science and 

biology, I wanted to be like Bill Ney the Science Guy and Steve Erwin – 

I looked up to them. I’m sure I watched every single one of their 

episodes. I would try to replicate experiments that Bill Ney would do 

and found myself doing similar expressions. I would go out looking for 

insects and reptiles and felt as passionate as the crocodile hunter.  

Imitation goes beyond kids play, beyond hobbies and interests, it is 

part of every aspect of our lives. (That is how marketing works, by the 

way: by showing you someone using a product and telling you how 

desirable that person is because of the product, which instills this desire 

to be like them and thus buy the product. You are buying not so much 

the product, but the desired value the product seems to provide those 

who have it. It’s genius, it works.) 

In the spiritual life, turning back to the gospel now, we are also 

attracted teachings that resonates most with us. Some people might 

admire and want to be as well-rounded and eloquent as (padre Luis 

Toro) Bishop Robert Barron, and others might admire and prefer the 

more militant like approach of (Padre Pistolas) Cardinal Sarah.  

 But here is the danger in all of this that scripture is getting at: 

because the people we want to be like is shaped by the desires of our 

heart, and desires are easily misconstrued, sometimes what we consider 

desirable isn’t necessarily correct, and we end up following the wrong 
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person, the wrong idea, the wrong teaching. We like shiny things, but 

not everything that shines is gold. 

Luke noticed his community liked shiny things, and what he was 

giving them didn’t seem to be, well, so shiny. This sermon on the plain 

is itself a difficult moral teaching: blessed are the poor and suffering, 

love the enemy and turn the other cheek… that sounds like hard work… 

these are not traits we tend to find desirable. They were probably hearing 

other preachers say “just accept Jesus into your heart and God will bless 

you with health and wealth, and destroy your enemy and remove the 

obstacles in your life.” Oh, yeah, now that’s shiny, I prefer that teaching. 

Luke reminds his community that Jesus’s moral teaching is not 

meant to be easy, but, it’s not meant to be miserable either – that there is 

a good that comes from doing these things, that there is value, gold, but 

they won’t be able to see that unless they are willing to be self-critical, 

to notice the wooden beam in their eye, their sin. Not being willing to do 

that makes them hypocrites.  

I like that word, hypocrite. It has a very harsh and insulting 

connotation for us in English, but it is very practical. It comes from the 

Greek word for “actor” or “stage player,” and an actor is someone who 

pretends to be someone they are not. This Greek community would be 

familiar with this word because theater was a big part of the culture. 

Meaning, to reject the real gospel message which does involve self-

criticism and work, and opt for a gospel message that I find more 

desirable, is to pretend that life either better or worse than it really is, 

and that prevents you from being fully authentic. 
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For example: if I chose to ignore the beam in my eye, I might 

desire a gospel that promises easy grace and blessings with as little 

effort and suffering on my part and go to a place that just makes me feel 

good about myself and help me ignore my sin. I become a hypocrite, an 

actor, pretending that nothing is wrong – a false sense of mercy and 

compassion. As a result, I will fail to help someone in my life struggling 

with sin, and I will want to just say nice things like “don’t worry, it’s in 

God’s hands, everything happens for a reason, just have faith.” Nice 

things yes, makes them feel good yes, but it doesn’t help someone deal 

with the real issue. The blind leading the blind. 

For example: if I chose to ignore the beam in my eye, I might 

desire a gospel that says everything worldly is bad and I can become a 

zealot, making harsh condemnation, criticisms and judgements on 

everyone else, pointing out everyone else’s beam. I become a hypocrite, 

an actor, thinking that everything is wrong – and that is a false sense of 

mercy and compassion. As a result, I will fail to help someone in my life 

struggling with sin and in need of experiencing God’s love and mercy 

first and resort to saying things like “you will go to hell, you are a bad 

person, how could you do something like that.” The blind leading the 

blind.  

Luke is reminding his community, and us, that the purpose for 

coming to Church is not to come to a place where we just feel good, 

though there is a time for that. Otherwise as soon as we might feel 

challenged, like having to forgive our enemy, or having to face the fact 

that we might be hypocrites and not fully authentic, then we will be 

tempted to walk away. 
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But he is also reminding us that the Church is not a place of 

condemnation either where we are just told we are miserable sinners, 

though there is a time for that. Some people like that, they like preachers 

who tell it like it is, who call upon judgment with fire and brimstone, but 

it becomes a spectacle of criticism with no real conversion. 

Jesus has given us the Church as a place where we are formed into 

Christian disciples, models, leaders, teachers and examples of God’s 

merciful and compassionate agape love, but that can only happen if we 

are first self-critical, willing to notice how our sins might be shaping 

our desires, and doing the work to change. That’s part of the beauty of 

the mass: that transformation begins by acknowledging our sins, the 

beam in our eyes as we say “I confess, to all mighty God, and to you…” 

That then leads us to study God’s word, and then to receive the source of 

transformation, the Eucharist. 

The Church is the place where we grow in a desire to be like Jesus 

– who is the fullness of what it means to be human.  The more familiar I 

am with the person of Jesus through our participation in the church, 

prayer, and scripture, then the more clear the splinters and wooden 

beams in our eye is, and there lies the gold, as we become more 

authentic, not a hypocrite, actors. 

Let that be the mindset in which we enter the season of lent: a 

season to, like St. Paul said, be firm, steadfast and willing to work 

alongside with the Lord. Personally yes, but also as a community. That 

is the point of the prayer, fasting and almsgiving that the church invites 

us to focus on in lent. 
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Live the fulness of the season, join us in all our communal 

celebrations – stations of the cross, masses, Lenten mission, prayers… 

so that we can reach the victory we proclaim on Easter Sunday together.  

Who do you want to be like when you grow up? 

Hopefully our answer is, like Jesus. It’s hard to do that alone, so I 

am inviting you: let’s do it together. 

 

+ Fr. Carlos 


